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TO THE 


READER: 


T'S the general Regrate, of all Sober and Virtueous Perſons, that 

| notwithſtanding of all the obligeing Methods, God hath uſed 
with us, and the choice Means he hath afforded us, for re- 
forming our Lives, yet Prophaneneſs and immoral vices, do too much 
2bound in City and Country. Wehave enjoyed the clear light of 
the Goſpel for many years: We have been tryed with ſevere Judg- 
ments, War, Sickneſs and Dearth: and we receiyed wonderful Mer- 
cies and Deliveragces: And yet we grow no better. Ir is true, after 
our late wonderful deliverance, Popery diſappeared for a time, bur 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs kept their ground ; yea, amongſt ſome 
did encreaſe. Whence can this be? We have as excellent Laws, a- 
gainſt Vice, and Prophanenels, as any Nation; we have Government, 
and Diſcipline, in rhe Church, fitted to reſtrain, or reform the vitious: 
Our King and Parliament have, of late improven former Laws, a- 
gainſt Vice: and the Council given an Abſtract of the penal Laws, 


and ordered the publick reading of them, in Churches, and iſſued 


out Proclamations, requireing the vigorous execution of them : Our 
Generall Aſſemblies have made diverſe excellent AQts againſt Pro- 
phanenels, and given ſerious Admoaitions, to all ranks ot people to 
reform, and excited Miniſters and Seſſions to the vigorous executi- 
on of Diſcipline; and there have been, frequent folemn Faſts, and 
Humiliations, and Engagements to Retormation: And yet the wicked 
do wickedly, to the great Diſhonour of God, and Repioach of our ho- 
ly Religion. Is there not caule to tear, leaſt ſucha deludge of ungod- 
lineſs, overfloweing all Banks, provocke God to {weep us away, with 
a deludge of wrath, and Judgment? Would it not become all, who 
fear God, or have any honour for Religion, or Love tothe Welfare 
or Safety ,of their Country, ſerioully to enquire and conſider, whence 
this is, and what is yet wanting and what may be done yer more ro 
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reſtrain Vice, and toreform a degenerate Ape, and prevent our Ryu- 
:ne. I know, its commonly complained of, that tho there be good 
Laws, there is no due executioh of them ; And it cannot be denyed, 
there is in many places, a great negleQ thereot, by diverſe Magiſtrates, 
and inferior Rulers. But I,am afraid, there is an other great Defe& ; 
whereof many are guilty, who little thi»k of it, even that private Per- 


ſons do not their duty, not only in their negle&t of perſonal and Fami- 


ly-Reformation, but in their not endeavouring to reform othiers, or to 

-omove the Execution of the Laws againlt them, who are open- 
ly vitious. It is true, the Law is not executed, bur it isas true, there is 
not due Information given, of them, who tranſgrcſs. Few are of a 
publick Spirit, or have any Sence, that they are concerned with others 
their Sin or Salvation, living too like, as it they would ſay” with Cain 
am I my Brothers keeper: Few have a due fence, that they are under 
divine Obligation, tor the duty of Brotherly Reproot, tho enjoyned 
with a weighty Realon. £27; 19. 17+ Thou ſhall not hate thy Brother 
in thy heart, thou ſhalt in any ways rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin 
upon him. Or ( as on the margine of our Bibles) that thou bear not 
Sin for him ) and , if the negle& of it be hatred, that maketh guilty of 
S941] murder. It is true, the name of an Informer 1s with ſome odious, 
but they conſider not our Saviours Command, Mart: 18. 17. to tell 
the Church when no private means are effettual: Nor do they due- 
ly ponder what was enjoyned, for informing the Magiſtrate of, and 
not concealing groſs Tranſgreſſors Deuz: <<. 13. v. 8. and Levrr: 
s V. 1. If s Sowl, fin. and hear the woice o ſwearing and is « Witneſs, 
whether he hath ſten or known of it, if he ao not utter it, then he Wal 
bear his iniquity, | It were to be wiſhed, there were a more deep and 
dac Sence of this on peoples Hearts, and how much the Salvation 
of other Sovls from eternal Ruine, and the preſerving the Nation 
fro.n Ruineing Judgements, may depend on it, and how the Negle&t 
of it, may involve them in the guilt of being acceſſory to both. It 
is undenyable, that Vice 1s the great Enemy of Mankind :* The de- 
ſtroyer of Souls |and Societies : but tho there be many who will ac- 
knowledge this,| and wiſh for reformarion, and corifeſs the excellency 
and Neceſlity of it, yet few have the Courage to atrempr it: Men 
are cenerally full of objeCtions and Apprehenlions of di culry, and 
hop-!els of {1 icceſs: Norcan they conceive, what private perſons can ' 
do, "Tho the higher the Tide of wickedneſs be, themore need there 
is to oppoſe it; Andthere being ſuch abſolute neceflity of reformati- 
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on for preventing our Ruine, it would become all, who love this 
Church, and Nation to take LOm_ and reſolutely to {ett to the 

ſe, of all Poſſible means for a General and National Reformation, as 
we would doto quench the Flames kindled in our houſes: and we, of 
this Nation, ſeem to have ſome ſpecial opportunities, advantages and 
encouragements for it; 

Nor ſhould we give it over as hopeleſs, ſeing we ſee by the exam- 
ple of ſome publick-ſpirited private perions, that the thing is pract:- 
cable and their example ſhould provoke us ro Emulation 1n a hearty 
Concern for Religion; God having put it in the heart of ſome good 
publick-ſpirited perſons, to enter in Societies, for reformation of man- 
ners: tho' ir began amongſt ſome private perſons, God hath made 
the deſigne to take effe&, by bleſſing it with ſucceſs, of which we 
have account, in a late excellent Book called an Account of the Socteties 
or Reformation of manners in London, and Weſtminſter, and other parts, of 
the Kjngdom; and in an other, Entituled, Ar account of the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the Relig ious Socteties un the City of London Cc. and of the endes- 
wours for reformation of manners, which hate been made therein. 

Books well worthy of the peruſal ot all, who defire the reformation 
of the manoers of cher Peopie : And becauſe the Books are not common- 
ly to be had, I have ſubjoyned a ſummary Account of them, and 
the cheif things contatned rhierein. By which it will appear, how 
much hath been done by private Perſons, by entring 1nto Socie- 
tics, for reſormation of manners, for promoveing the execution of the 
Laws againſt the vitious, and reſtraining, of Vice; And things are 
brought into fuch a Method, and tryed by 7 or 8 years experience, 
approven by the wiſe, and molt learned in the Nation, and fome ot 
theſe of the higheſt Charatter, and the ſucceſs ſo comtorta- 
ble, that it may excite and encourage theſe of this Kingdom of Scor- 
land, to imitate fo laudable an example. And may it not be hoped, 
that the more wile, and ſober part, of the Nation would pro: 
mote fo good a deſign, and encourage and affilt any, who would en- 
ter into {tuch Societies for Retormetion, 

Neither 1s there any the leaſt umbrage, for jealouſy, or fear of any 
prejudice thereby, either ro the Church, or State; But much advan- 
tage, {cg they pretend to no Authority, or Judiciarie Power, but to 
60:/ult and endeavour 1n lublerviencie ro the Magiſtrate, to promove 
the execurion of the Law, by the reſpeCtive Magittrates ; And they 
who neglect, or diſcourage ſuch endeavours, may thereby make hen: 


ſelves 
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ſelves guilty of the eontinueing prophaneneſs of this Age, and the Nati- 
ons Ruine thereby. Whereas, they who zealouſly contribute their en- 
deayours for Reformation, may be publick Bleſſings; be accepted of 
God, and have much ſweet Peace in themſelves, and be meansof the 
Kingdoms Proſperity and welfare. I' ſhall not detain'the Reader, 
from the forementioned Account, of theſe two excellent Books; But 
my prayer ſhall be to God, that he may inſpire many, with ſach a 
publick Spirit, which would be a promiſing ground of Hope, and of 
much good, to this and the ſucceeding Generation. 
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A Bricf Account, 


Of the Nature, Riſe, and Progreſs, of the Societies, 
| FAR 


Reformation of Manners *&c, 
In ENGLAND & IRELAND. 


T His Book is Publiſhed with Approbation, of Twenty Nine Noble- 
> men, Nine Biſhops, and Seven Judges of England; who do all 
Subſcribe the following Letter to the Author, 


SIR, 


E have peruſed the Book you ſent us, Entituled, An Acount of the 

\ \ Societies for Reformation of Manners; the Deſign of which 15' 
fo truely Great and Noble, jo much for the Honour of GOD, the Advance- 
ment of Piety and Virtue, and the Publick Good both of Church ayd State, 
that it cannot fail of being approved by all Good Men, The Method likewiſe 
pro ſed, in order to the Promoting and Accompliſhins the ſaid Deſpo ”, 1s, FE 
=> 4 #6. ork moſt proper, and ( by the Bleſſing of GOD a:tenaing it) mot j 
likely to prove effettual. And that Pious Men of a'l Ranks. and Qualities 5 
may be excited by this good Book to contribate, in their reſpective Plies 11d 
Station» their beſt Endeavours, towards a National Reformation of Man- 


ners, #5 the moſt Humble and Hearty Prayer of, 


SIR, Tonr very Loving Friends 
Lords Temporal. ; | h- 
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Willoughby 


Pembroke, P Bridgwater. Warington. q 
Lonſdale. Thanet. Rochtord. x 
2 Leeds. Radnor. | Say & Sele. Y 
8 Bedtord. Abingdon. Longyvile. o 
Lindley. | Portland. Bergavenny, 2 
Keat. Falconberg. - Eure, 'y 
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4 = Lords Temporal. Cutts. 


Juager. 

: of Par- - Lords Spiritusdl., Fd. Ward. 
biſon mr” P Ed. Nevill. 
Brook. T. Carhol: Nic. Lechmere. 
Maynard. H. Bangor. Tho.Rokeby. 

erkley of Syzatton, N. Ceſtrien. John Turton, 
Dartmouth. E. Glouceſtr. Joha Blencowe. 
Guildtord. S. Elienſl, | Hen. Hatſell. 
Haverſham. LL." 
Barnard, R. Bath & Wells. ' 
Digby. ]. Ciceſtrienl. | 
Allington, J. Oxon. 


N this Book the Author repreſents, 1. The Power and Duty of Magiſtrates, 
to puniſh Vice, and the neceſſity not only ef Good Laws, againſt Debauchery 
and Prophanenels, but/of the Execution of them, for the welfare of Communz- 
ties,. and that at becomerh all them, who call thernſelycs Chriſtians, to promote 
the ſame. And then procceds to ſhew, that this is Pe, by what hath beca 
done Eight years before in the City of Londen, and other parts of that Kingdom, | 
where he reprelents how at firſt, it came into the Hearts of hve or {ix private Gen- ; 
rlemen of the Church of England; to engage in that difficult and hazardous inter« 
prize: And to reſolve, whatever difficulties they met with, to make their eftorts, 
tor promoting the Execution of the Laws, againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery; 
and the {upprefling of them by adviſeable Methods; contidering: they had the 
Laws of the Land, and the Law of God for them, and would have the Prayers of 
Good-men on their {ide. 

He ſheweth next, how this alarum'd the Enemy, and how the Patrens of Vice, 
ſet themſelves to Ridicule, Defame and oppoſe the defigne, and overthrow the 
hopes and expeCtationsof the undertakers. And that others, who were not En- 
emics, yet conſul:ing worldly policie, did by their condu@ obſtru@ the deſign, 
and Cenſursd the attempt, as an cft«Ct of an imprudent and unſeaſonable Zeal. But 
not vithiianding of the turious oppotition of Adverlarics, anducutrality of Friends, 
thele Gent!emen, who in a licle time, began to add others to their number, nor 
only kxceped their Ground, but made - further advances, Our. late Excellent © 
Queen of Glorious Memory, havigg the deſigne laid before Her,in the abſence of the 
King, by the late Bilhpp of Worceſter: dhe thanked *them, who were concerned 
init and promulcd Her aſſiſtance, and afterwards on Arpplicatic n, %nt'Her Let- 
ter tothe Juſtices of Midleſex, Commanding them to put the Laws apaiutt Pro- 
phancneſs and Vice, in Fxecution, with all Fideliry and {mpartiality———=— And 
particularly, that they/ſhould encourage 1atormers; but they tuftcred a great loſs 


by 
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by her deathz. yet the Undertakers, were not diſcouraged. For as they firſt (et 
about ir, with Vitle or ne expeQation of ſuch a Patroneſs, and becauſe they 
thought ir would be acceptable lervice to the King of Kings, and that it would 

mote the true luterclt of Religion, and the Weltare of the Country : . So the 
fame conſiderations, oblicged them to purſue their defigne, with equal vigour 
and Zeal, tho" they were depriyed of ſo great a Friend and Proteor. And Di. 
vine providence ſeemed to: favour their endeavours, by the great and r:markable 
ſaccels which attended them; For a multitude of Offerders, harh been by their 


- means, brought to puniſhment, the publick oppoſition that was ar firſt, made to 


their undertaking defeated, and the honeſty of it recommendcd to the Vertuous, 
and unprejudiced part of the Nation, whom the accounts of thele matters had 
hed. - | +14 
" Phe encreaſed in number, by the additicn of Perſons of conſiderable Note, and 
of the beſt Character, ſome of whom, tho they were of different opinions, 
from the: Eſtabliſhed Church 3 did engage in this Noble deligne for the common 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity; And by. their joint endeavours, great advances have been 
made; towards a Reformation of Manners; which is every day getting Ground; 
Perſons of Various Ranks, of conſiderable Fortunes, and of the cleareſt Character, 


- offering their Aſliſtance to it, not only inand about the City of London, but from 
| ſeveral parts of the Kingdom. 


Afterwards, the Author giveth a ſhort Scheme of the define, and ſome account 
of the managers of it, and the advances thereot, that the well diſpolcd part of 
the Nation, who have hicherto been (tranyers toit, may by the knowledge there- 
of be induced tojoine in {o good a Work, and now eſpecially ſince this conjun@- 


ure ( {ach he) is 10 favourable, beyond our expeRation, to wir, upon the Addreſs 


of the Houle of Commons; The King, having ifſued out a Proclamation - 
yenting and puniſhing Immorality and Prophaneneſs. ; EO 

7 cke the Scheme ard Account, in the Autbers own Words. from page 10, to 2% 

There is a very large Body of Perſons, compos'd of the Origmel Secxery betore- 
mentioned, with the Additions that have been fince made of Perſons of Eminen. 
cy in the Lev, Members of Farhament, Zuſlices of Peace, and conſiderable Cuizens 
ot Lenden of known Abilities and great Integrity, who frequently meet ro conſult 
of the beft Methods for carrying on the Buſineſs of Reformanion, and to be ready to 
adviſe and afſilt uthers that are already engaged, or any that arc willing to join in 
the ſame Deſign, | 

This Socaerze is at a conſiderable Yearly Charge for the effeual managing their 
Buſineſs; but takes no Contributions of any but their own Members, by whoſe 
Endeavours, as was (aid before, TT houſands of Offenders, in Londes aid Wefimin- 
fer have been brought ro Puniſhment for Swearm , Oruthenneſs, and Prophanatten of 
the Lerd's-Day; and a great part of the Kingdom has been awakened. in ſome 
meaſure to a ſence of their Duty in this reſpeR, and thereby a very bopetul 
Progreſs is made towards a General Reformation. 

A Second | Secrecy is of about Fifty Fare Tradeſmen nd others, who have 


more 
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moce eſpecially applyed rhemſclvcs to the Suppieflion of Lewdweſe, 'by bringing 
the Hoy 4 legal Puniſhment : Theſe may have aRually ſupprefſed and roots. 
de out about Five Hundred *Dyſorderly Hiowſes, and cauled to be puniſhed ome 
Thoulands of Lewd Ferſonrs belides Swearers, Drunkards, and Prophaners of the 
Lors's-Da)', as may appear by their Printed Lifts of Offenders. Thele Perſons, 
by their prudent and legal Management of their Butinels, have received great 
Countenance and Encuuragemeut in our Courts of Judicature, and very particular 
Encouragement and Aſlitiance, for ſeveral Years paſt, from the Lord Afozer 


and (owt of Aldermen, who are {enhible of the great Service that is Cone by them, - 


which they exprels upon proper Occaſions. 

A Thad Souety, is of Conitables, ( of which fort of Officers Care is raken to 
form Yearly a new Body in chisCuty ) who meet to conſider, of the moſt Ffectual 
way to diſcharge their Vatbs, to accyuaint one another with the Difficulties they 
' meet with, to 'r-ſolve on proper Agemeates, to divide themiclves in the leveral 
Parts of the City, fo as to take in the whole to the beſt Advantage, for the in» 


ſpeRing of Dyſorderly, Houſer, taking up of Drankerds, Lewd Perſent, Prophaners | 


of the Lord's- Day, and 3wearers, out of the Streets and Markers, and carryi 
thein before rhe MageRrates ; and | mult obſerve, that this is found a very ſucceſs 
ful Method for Ceaitabies to take, tor the Supprefſiag of the abominable Sin of 
Swearing When Private Perſons arc negligent in giving of Jafermatiens, and the 
Maprftrate 1s carclcls of his Duty. 

A Fewrth Rink of Men. who have been fo highly Inſtrumental in this Vader- 
taking, that they may}! be reckoned a Corner-Stone bf it, is of ſuch as have made it 
ſome part of thcir Buſineſs, to give Informations to the Magiſtrate, 23 they ' have 
had Opportunity. ot ſuch Brcaches of the Laws as were before mentioned. Many 
of theſe l'exlons have! given the World a great and alknoſt unkeard-of Example, 
in this corrupt age,| of Zeal, and Clrefues Courage, having underwent , at the 
beginning moce cf] pecially of theſe Proceedings, many Abuſes, and great Reproatber, 
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not only from exaſperated, and hardned Offenders, but often from their luke- 


warm Friends, Irreligious Relations, and lometimes trom Unfeubfell HMagfraces, 
by whom they have been Reviled, Brow-beaten, and Diſcouraged from perform» 


ing ſuch important Service, lo neceſſary to the Welfare of their Conmty, And | 


herein theſe brave Mcn have ated with ſo great Prudence, as well as Zeal, that fore» 


ſceing it might one day be the Palicy of the Enemy of all Goodneſs. and the Buſines | 


(4 % 
J Ls þ. PX 


of wicked Mcn, who'are his Inſtruments, and could not g-nerally be brovghr to 
Shame and Iuniſhment for their intamous Precices bur by their means, to raile 
Prejudices in the Minds of bad and unthinking People againft them, and to difpar- 
age their Proceediugs, by whiſpering ct Jcalouſies of their being mfluenced in 


what they did by Worldly Conſiderations, That the Wcrld may be chatlenged © : 
to make appear, that|theſc Soczetzes have been ſo much as treated with. by any © 


= $8 eng ro give nm with any promiſe ofa reward, or that they 
ave either received the leaſt Advantage by any conueitwns upon thele Starwres againlt 
Propaauentſe and Debancbery, the Moncy arifing thereby being wholly ted to 

| the 
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the poor,except the third part of FY .L-4: 2 the Statute zgainft Prophanation of 
the Lord'1-day, which, iu ſome Caſes, the AMarifirate hath a bare power to diſpoſe 
of ; but was never, that we know of, received by any one of theſe Perſons; which [ 
thought fit to obſerve, as a laſting Auſwer to any objeRion of this kind, in ju- 
ſtice to them who have gone through Frown and Reproacbes for the ſake of doing 
ſo much Good ; and that all Men may ce with how great Reaſon it is, both from 


, 
1 
, the Character of the Perſons concerned in the Diſcharging of this Service to Res« 
: 
4 


191 and cheir Country, as well as from the Nature and Necceflity of it, ( which 
| hall hereafter cnyuire into } that the Name of an /»former is now become much 
more Gior10ws among viſe and geod Men, than it was grown Contempnbie, by the 

d il Prafiices Of lame in our dayes; And that it does therefore appear truly Honowr- 
] «ble, for Verſons of the greateff Qualuy to give Informations in thele Caſes, for the 
y Service of the moſt High God, as lome among, us, of Gredter Ranks th:u the World 
' does perhaps think of, have of late done, and which it hath been obſerved, in 
. divers Diſcour[es lately Publiſhed, that even Princes under the Fewyſh Ditpentation 
s 3 were notuſhamed todo. Ezra 9. 1, 2. Now when theſe things were done, the Prin- 
: ces came tome, ſaying, the People of Iſrael, and the Prieflt end the Levis have nes 
: ſeparated themſeives from the people of the Lands, doing according tothew Abomi- 
nations, UC. 

e There are Eight other regulated and mixt Bodies of Houſe-keepers and Officers 
in the feverall Quarters of London, Wefimmfler and Southwark; who differ in 
Fo their Conl{uuton from thoſe betorementioned, but generally agree in the Aﬀetbods 
it of inſpetting the Behaviour of Conflables and other Officers, and going along 
e with them and aſfiſtmg them in their ſearching of D:/orderly Howſes, in taking up 
y | of Offender;, and carrying them before the AagriFrare, and allo in giving In- 
e | 
q 


= formenens, themicives. as there is Occafion. F 
by Beſides tbole beforernentioned, there are about Nine and Thirty Religions Soct- 

's WR c6es of another kind, in and about Leader and WeilmmAfler, which arc propogated 

c- WF into other parts of the Nation; as Notrngbew, Gloxcefler &'c. And even into 

a, Ireland, where they have been for toine Monefhs fince ſpreading in diverte Towns 

_ and Cars of that Kingdom, as Kilkenny, Dregbeds, Mannowth , Oe. Eſpecially in 


D«blu, where there arc abour Ten of thele Socterrers, which are promoted by the 
+ Biſboys, and imnfer-er Clergy there. Theſe perſons mect often to Pray, Sing Pſalms, 
** andread the Holy Sciptees together, and to Reprove, Ex'ert, and Edify one 2« 
*: nother by theis Relygrous Canſerencer, They moreover carry on at their Meet» 
2 ings, Defigns of Cherity, of difercar Kinds; ſuch as relieving the Wanrs of Poor 
1} Heuſe-keepers, maintaining their Chudren at School, ſetting A Priſoners at Liberty 
ſupporting of Lefiares and daily Proyers in our Churches. Theſe are the SOCT- 
ETIES, which our late Graciows Queen, as the Learned BuHop , who hath 
writ her LIFE, tells us, took fo great Sarilfefton in, that She enquired often 
and warb about them , and was gd, they went on , and prevailed ; which, 
thanks be to G OD, they concenue to do; as the Reverend Mr. Woodward, who 
bath obliged the world with a very particular Account of the Rvfe and Progreſeof 
B 2 


thems 


( 1 ] 

m, lath lately acquainted us. And thele likeways are SOCIETIES 
rs fave paved FA cxcdedingly ſerviceable in the work of REFORMATION, 
that they may be reckoned a chicf Swppork tO ity as Our late Great Promate Arch. 
Piſhop Tillotſon declared, upon ſ-verall Occaſions, after he had examined their 
orders, and inquired into their lives, That he thought cbey were to the Church of En- 
por == now gLvc an | Acceunt of a Societie of Minter: of the Church of England, 
for carrying on of this work, and another Agreement of Zuilues of the Peace: Bur 
I am withheld at preſent by ſome conſiderations, from deſcending to any further 
Particulars concerning themz and muſt content my ſelt with ſaying what will be 
 ealily allowed, That the ſtated Aeetings of ſuch perions are as proper, and my be 
more ulefu!l for the promoting of this IVoork, than any other | have deſcribed, For 
what might we not expe from the zralons Endeaveurs of theſe Orders of Men in 
this «fair? | Which, ?its obvious, will not be imployed, with 1o great Effect, as 
when they form themiclves into Soczer4es, Or At leaſt have frequent and flated Trmes 
of Meeting, tor the Profecwtvon of this Buſineſs. *Tis true that Atmifters and Magi- 
frates, have far greater Aavantager, as well, as more particular Obligations than 
others, (as I ſhall hercatter endceeavour to make appear ) to be ſerviceable in this 
Work of Reformation ; but yct, when they at alone in this Contention between 
Vertue and Yue, tho, they will do great good in our preſent Circumſtances, and . 
much more than they will eaſily believe till they are heartily engaged in it; yer 
they muſt expect to be| under Diladvantage on ſome Occaſions, as well as other 
ſingle Perſones, who exert their Zeal, without a Communication with one an- 
othcr3-and particularly, when they encounter Combinations of wicked Men, which, 
it is not unlikely, will ſometimes happzn. Do we not fee by what Methods the 
Hen of the World propagate Wickedneſs, and countermine Good Depgnes? Is it not 
by their Caubes and Confederacies? Are we not ſenſible with what Advantage our 
Cri Concerns are carried on by Companies and Corporations? Nay, Dees not the Ac- 
count before us convince us of the great U/eſulneſr, or rather Neceſſity, of Good 
Mens confederating and meeting frequently together to concert Metbeds, and Enceur- 
rege One an other in thus difficult Work of Confronting and Suppreſſing of bare- 
fad and imſolentIVickeeneſs? And that the Reaſon why goed Men have not ſooner 
or more generally doneit, may be, Mat. 16. 8. becauſe the Children of this Warid, 
are in their Generation wiſer then the Children of Lught. Since therefore Union and 
Methed ſeem evidently to give good len much the ſame Advantage ( abſtraQting 
from the Conſideration ot the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, and the Divine Aid that * 
they may expe& ) in their ju and brave Oppoſition to Prophaneneſs and /mmoralutiesrs, _. 
8painſt the greater Number, *tis to be fcared ot the Wicked, as Diſcipline and good 
Ground, in War pives a-ſmall Budy of Mcn apainſt a very unequal Number of 
hole that are undileiplin'd and with diſadvantageous Ground ; *tis highly to be | 
wiſhed, That nor only Societies of Mnfters and Magriirates,but of all other degrees 
of Men, were {et up in Proſecutzow of this Deſign, in all Parts of the Kingdom, 
more eſpecially in all 7pwps, Cities, and Corporarions. And it may charitably be yy 
ca, 
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ed, that there are bur few, if any, ſuch Places, where rhere are not to be found 
Three or Four Pcrions at leaſt, of one vr other Denomination of Chriſtzans, that 
have a Zes/ for GOD and Aehgion, who may calily form themſelves into a So- 
cxety, which may enlarge by degrees, and which will, probably ſpeaking, go a 
g way towards the Supprefiing Pubizck Diſorders where they are; but may 
74 2 marvellous Effet, with Goe's Bleſſing, for this End, where there is a 
Mapiflrate that makes a Conſcience of his Duty, or a Mmiher that encourages Re- 
formation; as would be manifeſt to any that hadobſerved in how ſhort a time, and 
to what a degree, open Wickedneſs hath been checkt, where a Zealons Aravfer hath 
given himtelt the Trouble, I might rather have ſaidthe Pleaſure, of meetng ſome- _ 
times 2 Secvery of his Parifkioners, to encourage their Zeal and Conſtancy in thi 

Work of Keformarion, even where the Magiſtrates have been either open or ſecret 
Enemnes to it. The Advantages moreover are too many to be inſiſted on in this 
place. fo: the Exerciling of our own Graces, and the Confirming of our Viirtu- 


ous Diſpektions, by our 4ſſecraring with our Fellow Chriftiang, for the carrying on - 


Religious Defigns, in an Age, when Chriſtin Converſation, which hath an m- 
eſtimable Value with Men, of Religion, is with ſuch Difficulty met with. The 
forming therefore of Good Men. into ſuch pious Combinanons, for the overbalancc- 
ing thoſe of Yice, the countermining the contrary Atremprs of all wicked Men, 
and recovering the Power, as well'as the Form of Religion, is moſt earnefily re- 
commended to all the Friends of Piety and Virtue, And methinks ic may be 
expected from all, that have any ſincere regard to GOD'S Honcur, their own 
and their Country's Happineſs, that they ſhould, exert themſelves, in ti-eir ſeveral 
Capacities, with a noble Zeal and Emwlatron, for the perteRing of thisgreat Under- 
ing. And now clpecially, the Times of Peace arc returned, which we have bcen 
told, are the Times of Kefermaticn, ſurcly none that carry the Face of Chrittians. 
can with Conhdence offer new Excuſes any longer to poſtpone itz we may now 
hope, fot the Aililianceof ſorne, at lealt, of the Cantionrand Pradent Afen among 
us, who hayc hitherto, with great Gravity, ſtood Neuters in this Aﬀair, and that 
they will at laſt aniwer the ExpeQation of Good Men from them, and ſufter the 
Generations to come. to call them Bleſſed. ?Tis at leaſt to be hoped, that if they 
are too Great and too Wile, to ingage in the Work thernſelves, they will not, 
however, obſtruct it more than the upen Enemver of it can do, by their calling it 
an Impraficzable Undertaking, whiſpering groundlefs eatouſies of the Defizn. cr 
uncharitable aud diſadvantageous CharaGters, of the Perſons concern: d in the P'ro- 
moting it 3 bur rather, that they will Ict the World ſee, that their Za) 5; engag,- 
ed in the carrying on of wiſer Methods, for the EftcCting of a NVationsl Refetimarias' 
And one would think. that che Employing our Labour or Authority in this N+.- 
ble Deſign of being Inſtrumental in doing Good to Multitudes of Souls, by Sup- 
preſſing the N atzonal Sms, and, by coulequence, the Reviving tne Power and 
Reputation of Religion, and thereby Preveming N atonal 7udgements, ould be 
more worth the Concern ard Application of Chriſtians, and fliculd 2fcurd 3 more 
true and ſolid Satistation than tae purſuic of our Wordly Intereft or | lealures. 
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All indeed are net Capable of bein Serviceable in the fame way; but whether it 
be by Execuemy the Law:,| or by Preaching, Diſcow ſnug» Wrumg, {nforming, Setting 
wp of Societres, or otherwiſe contributing towards it, wrich way ſoever it be, thae 
we can further this Glorious Workz it will, L think, be hard to hind a god 
Excuſe for any tha! ſhall decline their Concurrence, eccording to their Adv . 
ez and Opportunities, in an Undertaking, which it would 'become the greateſt 
Man upon Earth to promote, which is now fo far tacilitated, by the Schemes 
that are laid, and the Merbeds it is put into. 

We have ſcen ſome tew! Perlons, engaging in this Enterprize, before they had 
any Metbeds to diret them, or many Exemples to cncuurage them, encountering 
Oppoſition in the firſt Forming their Delign, from open Facmis. and perhaps fulle 
Friends, ſuftering cruel Mockings, unkind Cenfures, and unjuſt Repoaches, and 
yet not giving way. We have ſeen them Surmounting their greateſt Difficwlr.es, 
ſo that the main brunt leems now near over,. and going on with that R-ſolwtion and 
Succe, that the Deluge of publick Wickednef is vitbly abated. We are told, that 
many Thouſands have been brought to Puniſhment for Swearang and Carprgyby their 
means; Seventy or Lighty Warrants a Week having been executed on theſe Of. 
fenders, in aud about this City only, fince the late Act of tar.iament againſt 
Swearing and Carkng was made, which hath given ſo great and remarkable a 
Check to thoſe Scandalous Sins, that aur Cenflabies ſometimes of late have found 


it difficult, ro take up a Swearer in divers of our Streets and Mercats, where, 


within a few years paſt, horrid Oaths Curſes, and /mpreceteors, were heard Day 
and Night z; Thar a multitude of Drwrkerds, and Prophancrs of the Lords Day, 
ſome of whom kept, as it were, open Markers within a few years paſt, have been 
made Examples by their means; that Hundreds of Dilorderly Houſes, which 
were little better, than Stews, and Nets for Thieves. Clippers and Comens, &c. 
have been roots.d out and ſuppreſt; and that fome Thouſands of Lewd Verfons 
have been /mpriſoneds Fized, and Wht: fo that the Tewer- End of the Town, 
and many of our Streets, have been much purg'd of that peffilent Generation of 
N uyht Walkers, that uſed to infeſt them, which were a Reprcach to this Noble 
City, and a Scandal to Chriſtunity; Forty or Fifty of them, having been ſem 
in a Weck to Brudewell, where they have of late received ſuch Diſcipline, rhat a 
comiiderable Number of. them hath choſe rather to be Tranſported ro our Plantats- 
enc, to work there for am honceft Subliftence, than to expoſe theraſclves, by their 
[-.d way of Living, to Shame and Puniſhment, to Peverty and Diſeaſe, to all 
iyrts Of wicked Pratices, and the Danger of the Galiews, to which, in the Con+ 
cluſion, tney are often, if not generally brought. And I may juſtly add, 
Tart fay greater Things, by the Application of the Original Sactesy of Gentlemen, 
"ave been accompliſhed, than what have yet been mentioned, and fuch az 1 am 
no! perinitted at this time to diſcover. But thus much may be ſaid, That rhe 
f-ndcavours of thole 1zentlemen have not: been conkined to this City and King- 
dom. but have extended as far as Ireland, where they have had an Influence, 
very little, 1 think, to the Honour of that Kingdom, from wacnce it had its 

| fiſt 
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Grſt RIſe] of which} fince © more er F Re may be expeQed, 1 may 
ſacisty my (elf, ac preſent, with ſaying m general, of my own Knowledge, That 
the T'raniaQtions of Referwation here having been ncas Two Years fince, laid beture 
fome tew Perions in ſrelad, ant moſt of thoſe C muſt again obſcrve ) private 
Perions, and of ' the Tower Rank of Men, with proper Confiderations to move 
Em to unire in the ſame 'Drfgn, and Merbods te purſue it with Advantage, it 
determined them to cngage heartily in it; and they have proſecuted it with fo 
much Vigour, that there are now ſeveral Secenies for i ny in the City of 
Dublm 4 which | am aflured, by'divers Accounts that 1 have ia my Hands from 
thence, are ſpreading'into ſeveral Parts of the Kin dom, and are encouraged, by 
his Excellency the Earl of Galfaway, one of the Lords Juſtices of /reiand, the Right 
Reverend the Arch-Brſrop of Dubin, many of the Clergy, and the beſt of the Mu 
iflrater and Gentlemen of that City: In One of which Socierres, moſt of the Fanſh- 
Maneflers of Dablm, ſeveral of the pions Biſhops, particularly the celebrated Arch- 
Biſhop, and' divers' other Perſons of Quality, are. Members;. {jome of whom 
have ſhewn n Zeal, whrch if it prevaile1l the Three Kingdoms over, might ſoon 
roduce a G'or10us Reverſe of the State they are now in, and which in lefs than 
wo Years ſpace hath fuecceded, rho? net without ſuch various Oppoſitions, as 
might be expeGted, from Combinztions oft bad Men, to that degree in Dublin, 
that the Prophanartion of the Lora's-*Day by Tipling im publick Houſes, by Exerciſ- 
ing of Trade, and Expoſing of Geeds to Sale, 1s almoft ſuppreft ; that Lewd 
Womenare ſo firichy enquired after, and ſeverely puniſhed, that they have Tranſ- 
ed themſelves, as in England, to or Plantations; and that Swearing is ſo run 
down, that an Oeth is rarely heard in their Streets; ſo that the publick Diſfor- 
ders arc rewvarkably cured; and,” in ſkort, ice is afraid and afharncd to ſhew its 
head, where within a few Years paſt ir was daring and triumphant. 
© We vre likewiſe aflured, T hat Scotlend harh concurred in theſs Matters, where 
His Majefties Proctamarion againft Prophaneneſ; and Debauchery hath been iflucd 
out'm very ftrict cerms, and His hte Gracious Letter to the Parliament of that 
Kingdom, rakes notice of the Progreſs that they have made, in the F Orming of 
Mcthods for the Diſcouraging of Yice and Hrreligion, and affures them, The *mus 
« WORK moſt acceptable to Him. 

But to return to our cwn Nation. We are made acquainted, That many 
Socterie, and Bodies of Men, of difterent Ranks and Perſwalions, are engaged in 
this Work, to which Men of Virtue, of Temper, and unblcinifbed Reputation, 
may either join themlcIves, according to their Quality, Circumſtances, or O 

ortunities, or may form themſelves juto new Bodies: That the publick Oppo- 
Frion that was madeto it, which our Pofterity may bluſh to read of, 15 at an end, 
which, *ris to be hoped, will be the laft that we ſhall hear of in a Crijtan Stare, 
and under a Proteflent Government: That theCity of Londen eſpoutes it, where 
there are Two Sermons Quarterly Preached, and divers of them Irinted. tv 
make Men ſenfible of their Obligatians in this reſpe&. And it's trove alſo, Thar 
Swearing is much lefſencd, as we have reaſon to believe, by the Acconnts we re- 
ccIVe 
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ceive in moſt, if not in all Parts GN the Kivugdom, as other publick Diſorders 
arc in many z aud that Seczeries for Keformaren have been in divers Haces already 
aCtually form'd, and arc going on .in many others; as particularly in Glouceſter, 
Lexceſier, Coventree, Shrewsbury, Hull, Notmgbam, T amwertþ, Newcafliey Lever. 
pool, Chefter, and ſeveral other Corporations : lo that in. a, few. Months time, by 
the Mcthods that are now taking, there is reaſon to belicve, that: we ſhall hear of a 
very conſiderable Progreſs, in this Work trom all Parts of the Nation.' And now 
is thisa Time for Men, that would bereckoned Chriftians, to ſtand Neuters, 
man Aﬀair, whercin their Religion, ther Conntry, and their  Poſteraty, are fo 
decply concerued ? Let the Men whocan contentedly {ce. the, Lawes of GOD 
trampled upon 3 who can, in their ordinary Converſation, ,in the. Streets, and even 
at their own Tables, hear horrid Oaths and Curſes, nay, Men calling upon. G OD 
for Damnation upon themſelves and othersz in a word cffering high Indignities 
to the Glorious Majeſty of their Great Creator, conſider whether the very Heath« 
ens, who would nor ſuffer their Artificial Deities to be affronted, or, ther Religi- 
on to be deſpil'd ; who |in Sieges, and other Diſtrefſes from their Enemies, 
were more concerned for |their Images, and Altars, than for their own Houles, 
or private Aﬀairs, do not condemn them ? Ler our Learned Rabbies, the great 
Dilpurer of the World, and all chat make a Profeſſion of Religion, but give 
litle better account of it than by expreſſing a fierce and uncharitable Heat againſt 
thoſe that differ from them in ſome things relating ro Religion, bur not eſſential 
toit, and wherein all Men <qually wiſe and good have, I doubt, never yet been 
fully agreed, think ſeriouſly with themielves, whether they might not employ 
ſome ſhare at leaft of their! Parts and Zea) to much better purpoſe, in furthering 
the Reformation of Mens Lives, and of the' Manners of the Nation, by the 
Suppreiling of Prophaneneſt and Vice, than by raifing or keeping up, with an un- 
chriliian Temper, to the manifeſt Injury cf the Chrittian Religion, which is an 
Inſtitution of Love, dangerous or unneceſlary Controverſies or Diviſions, and 
making of | roſelytes to thei New Opinions or Party all Religions being, 1 
think, agreed, that bad Mcn are a Scandal to the beſt Religion, and that they 
cannot, if they continue ſo, be ſaved in any ; and conſequently, that the being 
inſtrumental in the bringing over of a few Souls to the ſincere Praftice of Piety 
and Virtue by any Chriſtian Methods, which thoſe I am treating of will, 1 hope, 
be a:lowed to be, 15 of greater Service to the Chriſtian Religion, and the World, 
than the gaining ef Hundreds that are vicious to atly particular Church or Party. 
But can Men of Conſcience ſatisfy themſelves with complaining of the Iniguitics 
of the Age, and withing for Reſermaries, with giving only ſoine good Words to 
theſe I'roceedings, or even praying for God's Blefling upon them, without do- 
ing, as they have Opportunity, whar is necef{ary ro promote them, when, as it 
hati been ſaid, we have the Laws of GOD, andot the Nation, and, as we have rea» 
{on to hope, the Government on our ſide; and moreover, fo many Examples, 
and ſo, great Snecels,to encqurage us, and have. now, generally ſpeaking, not wuch 
more to fear than Calumnics and hard Words, and moſt of thoſe, 'tis.to. be hoped 
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from the Enemies of God and Goodneſs, which the beſt of Men, and the bi 
Defigns in all Ages, haveever met with, and which in ſuch a Caſe, it is Our true 
Glory to (uffer? Nay, ſurely this is a time, as I ſhall endeavour to make appear, 
for all good Men to join their Hearts and Hands, their Intereſt and Authority, in 
this fo Neceſſary, ſo Great, and ſo Glorious a Work. 

Afterwards the Author ſheweth, there are ſome orders of Men, under ſpecial 
obligations, to be Z.calous and Diligent, in promoting a publick Reformation 
of Manners, from page 28 ſuch as 1mo, the Clergie. 240. Hiagitraver, page 33. 
3110, Inferior Officers as Conſiables page 72. Church Wardens, and Sideſmen, for grv- 
ing Information. page 74. and from page 75. He ſheweth the neceſſity and dury of 
private Perſons, gromg ſnformarion againfi Vice. and page 79. That it is a Compre- 
henfive branch of Charity, and a Religious Office z when it is nerformed, as 
other Good Ads (hould be, with pure intentions, upon proper occaſions, and with 
a Chriſtian temper and that they fhould be enceuraged, who do ir 
and he doth to cxcellent purpoſe, excite and encourage thereto, and obviate diſ- 
couragmncts,and ſhew the obligation that is to it, and the nced of ift,and how un« 
excuſable it will be, and how great the Sin and danger is, if having ſuch encourage= 
ment, Magiſtrates or Informers prove negligent. 

From page 118. He Adareſſeth to all forts of People, 1me. The Nobiluy. 2.46: 
The Clergie, page 120. giu0. Aagilrates of all kinds P. 11 Z- 440. Gentry and Com- 
monality. P. 126. gto. To men of Religion and Vertue of all Ranks. P. 147. To 
them that are concerned 1» this Noble undertaking. P. 1 59. And leflly ſheweth, from 
P- 161. That if this opportunity be loft, we may fear we never bave ſuch «an opportunity = 


put in our Hands ve” 


The Account, 


Of the Riſe, and Progreſs, of the Religious Societies, 
in the City of London &c. 


And of Endezvours, for Reformation cf Manners, which have 
been made therein : 


BY JOSTAH WOODWARD, Miniſter at Popler. the Second 
Eaition Enlarged, Printed at London, Anno 1698, 


Fter the Dedication, to the Citizens of London, the Author does, in an Intro- 
: duction Ch. 1. Repreſcnt,how the good Ed ucationotYouth,is of great Concern 
for Church and State z And thar its the oblervation, of many ſerious and judicious 
perlons, that within the compaſs ot theſe - years, there hath appeared, much uf the 


genuine 
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genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity, in many young p*rſons, whoſe pious diſpoſitions, 
together with their humble and moftentive behaviour, have occaſioned the praiſ- 
es ot God, in the mouths of many people, who look on this blooming Picty of 
theſe crihodox 2ud fober perſons, as a yery leafunable Blething of God, to excite 
new Spirits in the degenerat proteſiors of vur holy Religion, and to antidote 
thoſe damnable Herelies, and check that exorbitant wickednels, which hath aps 
peared with ſuch impudcnce in thole latter days. | 

He ſheweth that his delign of writing this account , was fo revive the 1,q, 
guiſhing ſtate of Religion, and to invigorate a hearty concern for it, And (hr 
lince the tirſt edition of it, he underſtoud by lerters, and converſaticn, thay the 
piety of many, eſpecially of the younger lort, had been enlivencd thereby... 
andthat on this occaſion, it comes to he known, that in ſome places the very 
ſcope and deſign of theſe Societys had been begun and continued, by ſever. 
rail piovs perſons within th: ſc three or four years paſt, who knew nothing of 
theſe London Socictys, nor had lo much as heard of them by report, 

The Author thinks it ſom: g,round to hope, that our inhnitely gracious God is 
preparing the Way, to a more gererall reformation of manners among them, 
then is yet viſiblegpartly by diſpiricing and i1t1midateing the Aﬀtors of vice and Pro« 
phanenef, who have hicherto been undauntedly bold and hardy in the Com- 
miſſion of itz and partly by excitemng, the Spirits of ſuch as oppoſe our publick 
Sins, even to a pitch of Bravery, which ſomewhat reſemblet' theſe of whom it 
15 faid in Scrinure, that the! Spitit of the Lord came upon tFem: of which he gi- 
veth diverſc Intiances. And addeth, that its beyond queſtion, if fuch asare of emi- 
nency iu Church or State, Did more gencrally give their pWlick countenance 
to this Divine and Glorious |Work, it would run on with Vigour, from enc 
end of the Land, to the other: Which wou!d tend ro their Comfort ard Glory, 
in theday cf their Accounts, whereas Horrour and Contufion will overwhelme 
ſuch, as cither drowſily forget, or cowardly hide, or, baſely miſemploy the weigh- 
ty Talcnts of Vower and Authority, 

He addeth that our Peace! both affords a favourable JunQure for advanceing 
this great Work, and is a powerful obligation upon them, to ſett to it in good car- 
neſt, Andtha it's abſlutely requiſite, to juliify the Sincerity of the days of our 
Llumiliation, in which, by confelling the publick Sins of the Nation, and pray- 
ing apainlt them, we engaped to endeavour, to ſuppreſs them, He reprelents alſo 
the necefſiry of religious Aft: ciations,in order to a general Reformation of Manners, 
and tÞat thexe can be no Reafon to ſuſpect danger, from ſuch who manifeſtly and 
protc{idly purſue the chief ends, both of the Chriſtian Religion,and of all CivilGo- 
vernment,and who do all this in Merhods ftridtly legal,and propoſe the Maintenance, 
ot the Authority, of the Laws of God and the Land as the End they aime- af, 

He ſheweth,that through the goodneſs of God, there are lo many perſons, of yari- 
ous qualities, functions, and Authority, who heartily apply themſelves to this,as arc 
not oly ſufficient [ under God ] to make it fubliſt, bur to prevail, in a great mea- 


lure, even to a cChipicuous Abatement, of all manner of notorious Vice and 
| rophancuels, TE In 
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Inch 24 he giveth Account, 5 the nile of theſe Societies, ſhewivg that #- 
bout 20 years ago, ſeveral young Men, of the Church of England, m the Cirys 
ot Londen and Wettmmn{/er, were about the ſame time, touched with a very aflcct. 
ing Sence 0; their Sins, and began to apply themilelves, in a very ſerious man- 
ner, to religious Thoughts, and purpoles, and they often refurted to their Miniſters 
for ſpiritual advicg and Comfort, and 1t fell out many timcs, that leveral of them 
mett togerher at the Houle of their ſpiritual Phyſician, and fo contrated a little 
Acquaintance, by theſe providential interviewes, Upon this it was adviſed, rhey 
ſhould meet together, once a week, and apply themicives ro govd Diſcourle, and 
things, whereby ibey might edify one another, and tor the better Regulation of 
their Meetings, ſeveral Rules and Orders were preſcribed them. But the improve 
ment of them grew up by degrees, as every thing doth by improvement;, 

At each of their mectings, they conſidered the wants of the Poor which in 
time amounted ro ſuch cor.tiderable Sums, as relieved many Familys, fer at liberty 
many Priſoners, maintained many Orpl:ans, and ſet them to Schools and Trades 
&c. And they chuſed rwo Stewards to manage their Charity, From this he takes 
vcealion to recommend Chriſtian Sucieties, to all ſorts of men, with great carneſt- 
nels, and cipectally as uſeful ro Magiſtrates and Miniſters to aſſociate, for carrying 
on their arduous Work of regulating and reforming Mens Manners. 

He ſhews, theſe ycung Men loon tound the Benefite of theſe Conferences, Yet 
in the beginning of the late King Zames's Reign, when the Face of the Reformed 
Religion began to be clouded, and all private Meetings ſuſpected, fome to the 
great Griet of the reſt, through fear fell off, but others were cenfirmcd in their 
Zeal and Courage apainft the growing intereſt of Popery, But as they concealed 
their Names, from the Beginning. to ſhun Applaules ſo then they did it, for Cau. 
tion ro ſhun ſuffering, yea on that Account, by advice they did change the name 
of SOCIETY torthatot CLUB. And inſtead of mecting in a Friends Houle, 
who might be endangered by it, they adjourned ro lome publick Houſe or other, 
where they could have a Roow to themſclves, and under the pretext, of {pending 
a ſhilling or tuo, they, conferred ſeriouſly together, in the lame religious manner 
as formerly; by which honeſt Artifice they carryed on their good Dcelignz Wiuhe 
out interruption, even to the end of that unhappy Reign. | 

In Ch 3d He giveth an Account, of the progreſs, of theſe Socicties, and of their 
real aim and deſign. And here he ſtheweth, that tho their hrli delign in this Religi- 
ous Fellowſhip looke nofurther, than the mutual Afliſtance, and Conlolaticn one of 
another, in their Chriſtian wartare: Yet as the ſcrice of the BlMednels of Religion, 

and rhe Value of immortal Souls encrealcd, their compathon enclined them to en- 
deavour, by difcourſe with their Acquaintance, in roper Seaſons, to preſs us 
pon them,thele Divine Arguments, whereby themlelves had becn rouzcd out 
of a ſtate of carnal inſenſiblenels, which was blefled with wonderful Succeſs : 
Which may recommend good Diſcourle, on all proper Occaſions, in company, 
l'pon this they made a private Order, at one of their Aſſembiics, that every one 
(huuld cudeavoure to bring in one _, at leaſt, into their Societies which ay 
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did to good cffet, Thus they grew, and encreaſed, and, as they multiplyed, 
they erected new Societies, by the pattern of the old, 

This Conſpicugus advancement, in Number and Repute, gave occaſion to 
ſome, miſtaken or il! affected perſuns, to miſreprelent theſe Societies, as things 
jeading to Schilm, ſpiritvall- pride, and many other ill conſequences; which ob- 
lieged them to 4pprar, and jullify their undertakeing, which ey did, in ahum- 
ble, and ſolid apol-'gy, meekly and fully anſwering, every objection, and ufter- 
ly diſclaiming all Schilm and FaCtion, and ſhewing all Deference; to. their 
Miniſters. 

To prevent their Revolring ( as ſome, to the grief of other, had done ) it is 
their praQice to partake of the Holy Supper, of our Lord, as frequently as they 
may. And in order to their mcre adviſ:d preparation, for ſo ſolemn a work,there 
is in one Church, or morc in Londor.,a Sermon Preached every Lords Day, in the 
Evening ( by the procurement of ſome of theſe Societies | on the important ſubject, 
of prep iration for the Lords Table, and a mcet deportment after ir; by which, 
great good hath been done, and a deep fence, ot Religion, wrought in many 
Perlons. 

He ſheweth, there is a grcat Love amongſt- them, ſo that ſcarce any naturall 
Brothers, are fo Vigoroully sffectiouate, and faycth, he has often beheld their mcet- 
ting and parting Embraces, with admiration. 

He faith, it's required, of ſuch as defire to jyoyn themſelves to them, that they 
give the Societic, a Sol-1an account of cheir lence of Sprituall things, with their 
motives, which lead them to this undertakeing, and what thcy ſeriouſly purpoſe 
a; to their future Life, 'This is many times done in Writing, and he fayeth 
he hath peruſed ſome of rheir Zapers, and found them penned, in ſuch 
ane honeſt, afſeRionate and undiſguiſed ſtile, with ſuch pigcus aud ſenfible ex- 
pretſiones, and in {o modelt and humble a manner, that they would mightily af- 
fe& any pious Perſon, to read thrm, and move him to break forth into pathetick, 
praiſes to God, who hath given ſuch Grace to young Men, in ſo degenerate anc 
Ape. 

Whea ll People caſt reproaches on them, they exhort one another, to humi- 
lity and patience, and to reſemble their Saviours filence under revileings ; ad- 
mircing that divine command of his, for returncing Blefbng, for Cuiſings and For 
encdeavauring, to overcome evill with good. ; 

This, / faith he) fo far as humane eye can ſee, js the reall and only deſign 
of rhcle Societies. who ſeem with one heart, to atrempt, by the moſt pious, and 
prareable methods, to putaſtop to our overfloweing wickedneſs, remove our 
+14gu2s. and to diſpoſe into a mcetneſs, for the Bleflings, and gracious preſence 
of Gud : by wholc Bletling they have of late Years, fo increaſed, that there are, 
now 32. diltint Bodies of them, within the Compaſs of the BILLS of 
MORTALITIE. BEclides theſe, ereced in the Univerſitic of Cambridge, and City 
of Giocesſter, and in various parts of Erg/e*d, and at Dubline in Ireland, where 
trom two or Three Perſons, with which they began, they arc now increaſed, tv 
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Nine or Ten Societies, containring about Three Hundreth Perſons, who bave 
een the mean of reviving a great ſence of Religion, in many of the Inhabitants, 
of that City, and have begun a very hopefull Reformatign, of Manners, among 


them. , | ; : 
In Chap. 4#b. He giveth an account of their endeavouring, a publick Reforma. 


ation of Manners, - 

Here take the Authors own words at leaft from Page 69. to DP. 99. 

OUR Aﬀeociated Towng Men had due Convictions of , and were 
ſenſible that it muli needs be as great a Peice of Cherry, to hri"g a prephane perſon 
by lightand temporary Puniſkments to ſhun eternal Torment, as to bind the 
Havds of ſuch diſtrafted people as would otnerways tear them own fleſh, and 
be their own Murderers: And therefore they Were ready to do all that became 
them in their places, to check tho'e pubinch and ſcandalous Sins, which were become 
very mfolent and cr1mg in this City, They only wanted fome DireCtions to 
manage this Afair in adue Manner, according to the Law; and to be counte- 
nanccd by fome 4agirate, in a Work Jo proper to his Office, and ſo worthy of 
his regard. And it was norlong c'rea :1m;ular Proyidence of God gave theiu a 
favourable Opportunity, to xprels their Zeal for his Name 1n this Matter. 

FOR, abour ths time, four or hve Gentlemen of the Church of Enginad 

whoſe Names deſerve tobe had in perpetual eftcem, tho I have not their leave 
co publiſh them here } falling into ſerious Diſcourſe upon the melancholy Subject 
of the iniquity-»*-the] ir es,came at laſt to a moſt brave and genercusReſolution, to 
do all rhat they poſſibly could, by the Authority of o6ur Laws, to chaſiife ard fup- 
prels choſe impudent Vices and Impieties, which they ſaw very provoking in the 
fight ct God, and very grievous to the *pirits of all good Men. And fora(- 
much as ſome of theſe Gentiemen had made the Knowledge of our Laws their 
Study; they colletcd an Abſtratt of our Penal: Laws againlt Vice and Prophane- 
n2(s, and drew up ſuch prudential Rules, as are fitt for the Legal Canuition 
and Prefecution, Of ſuch as offend 'againſt them + And haying ( in the Year 
3691. ) by tne Motion of the Lord Bubop of Iorcefer , ubtained th: Queen's 
Piour Letter, to the Juſtices of Peace, to act as jt became them in this important 
Afeairz and the Jultices having made a very good Order thereupon, and the Lord 
Mayor and Aidermen fdoing the like: Theſe Gentlemen cauſed Copies of all thete 
to be printed, & to be ſent all over the Kingdom,at their own great expence,& lodged 
Blank Warrants in many hands all over theCity, for the Eafe of Informers, and 
other Perlons concerned; with many other excellent Expedients to further a gene» 
ral Reformation, which ſurely is the beſt of Works: Of which cnc of our one 
ous Biſhops has given an Account to t e World, to the jult Honour cf thele 
worthy Gentlemen, and to the ſhame of ſuch as have reproached and oppoſed their 
Righreous and Religious Undertaking. | 

N O W\this fell in very titly with the Difpoſitions of ourSocieties, who thereupon 
formed themſelves into two conſiderable Bodies, for Information againſt publick 
Enormities, the one in Londen, and the other in /fimunfter, the borter to adva " 

teins 
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this work in all parts, aocording to their reſpective places of abode. And there. 
upon they gave punQual Information to ſome Magiftrate or other, of thoſe pub- 
lick As of Debauchery and Prophaneneſs, which they obſerved ro be commirted 
by perſons hardnedin tir. Sins; Qiill keeping to the Dircction of the Law, and 
the Rules fubſervicnt thcreunto which thole Gentlemen had given thern. 

BUT Wickedne(s being arrhat -time inſolent aud unuſed to retiraint, theſe 
Perfons met with very outragious Reſentments, and with bitter Reproaciies and 
Threats from the patſiouate Lovers of Vice: Yea, they often ran the hazard of 
their Lives in the proſecution of this Deſign; which they underwent with Chri- 
ſtian Courage, bciug ſupported / under God ) by divers of our B:/heps and Lon- 
den Dwones, who told them, That if any of ther ſuffer'd in ſo Divine a Work, 
chey would very mpch reſemble the Martyrs and Contelors of Chrilt, and reccive 
the Reward of it in the other W..11d. And in this reſpect, the Kight Reverend Biſhop 
of Glecetter, and theſe w-rthy Divines Dr. Horneck, Dr. Pektyi, avd Mr, Eds 
ward Stephens, have moſt eminently ſignalized their Zeal, for their Great Maſter 
and his Work. 

AND whercas our Towng-men found it very often cbjefted in common Diſcourſe, 
that they were only a few raw Youths that engaged in this Work, wich ſeen'd 
particularly to exaſperate the Perſons proſecuted by them; they greatly withe tor 
the concurrence of ſome grave and eiderly Perſuns to countenance, and enfpirit 
is this difhcule Enterprize. 

TO This our Good Gud, who would not ſuffer this Excellent Work / under- 
taken purely for his ſake) to drop, was' pleal.d by his good - Fruvidence to 
adminiſter a very ſcaſonable Support. For it tell out about this tire, that the 
90d Service of feveral Men ( moſt of them Houle-kecpers ) in the Tewer-Hamlers, 
came to be known, which was begun on this occaſion, 

THE Inhahitants of thoſe Hemlers being much perplexed by pilſering People, 
Fickelocks, Houſe-bieakers, and ſuch ill Pertons; ſome of them began to enquire 
into the Places which were ſuſpected to harbour that ſort of People, And by rtreacc=e F 
ing out their Places of Reſort, they ſoon dyv'd into the true fource of their Grie: ® 
vanices; namely, That theſe vicious Ferlons living in ſhameful lewdreſs and idie- 
ref, and having no Income by Trade or Eſtate to maintain them in it, they be- 
touk themſelves to Robbery, Shoplofrung, Burglary, aud picking of Locks and Pockets, 
to maintain their expeulive Lufts and lewd Companicrs. 

UPON this, ſoume of the fober Inhabitants of rlicſe* Haimers ſet themſelves with 
great Concern, and u:)daunted Cou age. to pull down the very Neſts of theſe 
Diſorders. They gor Warrants for Search, and brought all ſuſpected Perſons to 
clcar themlelves in a legal Ways and where it was requiſite, they demanded Sc- 
curity for their Good-bchavivurz they proſecuted and ſuppreft all known 
Houſes of Bawgery, and brought the Keepers ot them, to legal Puniſhment. 
And whereas fome of thoſe who engaged in this Work were of the Publick Com- 
munen and others of diſterent perſwaſions, their leſſer Differences in Matters of 
Religion, did not in the leaſt divide them in proſecuting of thelc things which they 
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ſaw were dire&ly contrary to all Religion. And ſuch as. did not a& perſonally 
in this Afﬀair, yet perceiving the Good that came of it, were enclined to contri- 
bute towards it. 

BU T there were ſome things wanting in this Undertaking, in the defe& 
of which it was mi1ch retarded, and had hke ro have ſunk. The one was a 
methodical way of proceeding, for want of which their Endeavours were neci- 
ther ſo orderly, nor fo cfteCtual as they afterwards proved. They alſo wanted 
a more compact Incorporation of their Members into one Socicty or Body 
which might be moved and guided by the ſame prudential Methods, as if they 
all proceeded from the fame Soul. And Jaſtly, their Fund was low, and inſut- 
ficient to defray the Expence of ſuch an Affir, For, fince the apprehenſion of 
lewd Ruffians, and deiperats Bullies, needed a good number of Officers and ether 
Ailiſtants; and ſince the Proceſs of our Law is not a litle chargable, it mult be 
allowed, that Money is the Sinews of this War, as well as others. 

N © W our aforclaid Societies for giving of Informations, having conſidered 
theſe Circumlitances, an] having admizcd the Zeal and Courage of thoſe honeſt 
and cxccllent Mcn in theſe Hamlets, and oblerved how well they ſuted to make 
up what themſelves wanted in Years and Experience, they reſolved to concur 
with them, that their united Forccs might be the more victorious; And the 


Gentlemen before mentioned gave their hearty Conſent t» the Match, and ( like 


kind Fathers ) did not a little augmeny; the Dowry. 

AND now the'r Refolved Work went on with happy Succeſs, the one emul- 
ating and puſhing on the other. And in all Cafes they acted regularly, anJl in 
conformity to Rulcs approved by the Learned in the Law, They choſe two 
Stewards to keep their Caſh, and to keep an exa&t Account of all Contributi- 


ons and Dcburſements, They had a {ct place of, Aſſembling together, in which 


they obſerved a regular Method of Propoling, Debating, and concluding every 
thing; 2nd had a Notary on all Occafions to attend them? and finally, at this 
weekly Meeting, they concerted thoſe Mealures which they proſecuted with 
Vigour m the City and Suburbs, and with very great Succcls, 

FOR they were inſtrumental in putting down ſeveral open Markers that had 
been keepr on the Lord's Day; and in (uppreſſing ſome Hundreds of Houſes of 
11] Fame, bringing the Frequenters of them to Jue ſhame, and Puniſhment, 
And by the means of this Socicty alone, about 2600, I'crlons have bcen legally 
proſecutcd and convicted, either as keepers of Houſes of Baudery and Diforder, 
or as Whores, Night-walkers. and the likeyz and the Names of thc{e Delinquents 
are ſet down in Three Black Liſts which they have Printed; All which have 
been ſenrenced by the Magiſtrates as the Law liredts, and have accordingly been 


puniſhed, ( many of them divers times ) cither by Carting, Whipping, Fining, 

Imprifonment, or ſuppreſſing their Licences. : 
tHEY have allo been inſtrumental to put down ſeveral Mufick-Houſes, 
which had degenerated into notorious Nurſerics of lewdncſs and Debauchery :As 
it appeared by a Paper Printed on this occaſion, whercin it was proved; that ma+ 
of 
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ny Pcrſons had been enſnarced by al __ On ny which uſually reſorted to 
thoſe Houles, to the Ruine of their Honour; and fome to rhar utter extirpation 
of Modeſty, that ſome of both Sexes had ſhamelcſly danced naked 1n theſe licen- 
tious Brothels; which Diſorder had abounded to that degree, that above twenty 
Murders had been committed in them within a very little time. All which mult 
needs render them odious in the Eyes of all ſober People. | 

BESIDES this, the Members of this Society have legally convited mul- 
titudes of notorious Swearers, Sabbath-breakers,' aud Drunkards: and their Pro- 
cedings in all theſe Caſes have been fo ſtcitly legal and unblamable, that they 
have for ſeveral Years palt received great Countenance in ſeveral Courts of Judi: 
caturez and have tound very conladerable Encouragement from the Lord Mayor 
and Court of Aldermen, who have honourably contributed towards the great 
Expence of ſo great and uſcful an Undertaking. 

BUT yet rheſ: Endeavours, of ſo general a Good, did not proceed without ma- 
ny aRub;if it had,it would have been the firſt time thatV irtac had been advanced, 
with Eaſe and Stnoothneſs. We muſt have concluded, that either Virtue or Vice 
had loſt it's Nature it the one.couldſupplant and dethrone the other withour paſſionate 
Oppoſition: Yea we might have thought,that the Pewhad loſt his Envy to the 
Good of Mankind, or that all the Legions of the /nfernal Pu had been caſt into a 
deep fleep, ſhould they have ſuffer'd fuck a brave Onſer, to be made 'vpen the 
Territories of Darkneſs, without making all the: intereſt they had againſt it. Ie 
was therefore no wonder at all, that the Ugdertakers of this Divine Work met 
with many Dithculrics, to ſtrugle with, in the Proſecution of it. 

IN truth, they Experienced nor only the rude Afſaults of licentious Debauchees, 
which they expected; but too often the Brow-beatings, and diſcouragement c>| 
ſuch, as were bound, by the tremendous Bond of an Oath, and the Divine Truſt 
of Authority, todo otherwayes, which was the more difficult to bear. 

I have known the, Day, 'in which ſeveral Perſons, have with cxtream Sorrow 
complained, that they had ſpent above half ot it, in geing from the Houſe of one 
7uttice of Peace to another, before they could get a Warrant ſigned. Such Come 
plaints were too frequent, and alas too true- 

BUT there wa8 great Hope of a full Redreſs to this Grievance, when there 
came forth a Pious Proclamation, kom their Majeſties, Jan. 21. 169 Requireiy all 
Manfrates, Ectleſiaflical ard! Crerl, w their reſpetiive Stations, to Execute the Laws of 
tis Realm again(1 Propbaneneſs ard Immoraluty, as they would arſweru to Almighty 
God, and upon Pain of their Mlajefiies higheſt Diſpleaſure, complaning alſs{ moſt 
julily) 7 hat by a long continued Neclett and connmyance of the Magiflrates and Officers 
concerned, theſe diſſolute Eneormutes had uaverſally ſpread themſelves, fo the diſhonour of 

' God, and the ſcandal of our Holy Religion, &c, "This Proclamation was occafioned 
by the grow! Addreſs of our Arch-biheps «and Biſhops te their Aajeftier, as the Pre- 
able of it declares, 

A ND fince this did not fully accompliſh its End, it was followed ( May 
16. 1693-) by a perſonal [Excitation of the Jultices of Madaiiſex, to farther 
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this work with Vigour, by the Lord Keeper in a Speech made to them to that 
purpoſe, by her Majeſty's ipecial Command : and partly by theſe Supports, but 
chcifly.by the good hand of God upon it, this Enterprize has gained Ground, not- 
withltanding the many ill turns chat have been done jt 

INSOMUCH, that there are now near twenty Societies of various Qt alities 
and Fundions, formed in w Subordination and Ceorreſpr,ndency one with another, 
and engaged m this Chriſtan Deſign in and about this City and Suburbs + All 
which have their fet Hours and Places of meeting, to direct, ſupport, and cxc- 
cute this their Undertaking, & 

In this Number of the Socictics for Reformation here given, 1 do novinclude 
any of the thirty two Religious Societies before mentioned, For tho they all 
agree in the love of Vertue, and diflike of Vice, yer their firſt and more dire& 
Deſign of Aſſociation ſeems ro be diſtinguiſh'd thus: In that the Societies for 
Reformation bent their utmoſt Endeavours from the firſt, to ſuppreſs publick Vice; 
whilſt the Religious Societies endeavour'd chiefly 'to promote Religion in their 
own Breaſts, tho they have ſince been eminently inſtrumental in the Publick 
Reformation. The former endeavour'd to rake away the Reproach of our Re- 
ligion, by curbing the Exorbitances of its Proteſſors; the Latter atrempred to re« 
trive that Holy Vigour in the Practice of Religiun which becomes Chriſtians, And 
whereas theſe Latter are all of the Church of Erglaxd, and fervent Lovers, and 
ſtrict obſeryers of her Publick Worſhipz the former are compoſed of all ſuch as 
bear a hearty Indignation againft Vice and Impicty, tho of different Perſwaſi- 
ons in ſore Circumftantials of Religion. For in this Caſe, the Members 'of our 
Church do not ſay to any Lovers of Fiety, as Zerwbbabel to the Adverfaries of 
Judah, Ye bave nothing to dos to build with wr: For they ccnfider Vice as an Ene- 
my ro human Nature, and as tending to the ruine of the whole World. We do 
therefore, with humble Thankfulneſs to Almighty God, acknowledg the Brotherly 
Aſſiſtauce which is given us by ſome of our Diſſenting Prethren ( cſpecially thoſe 
of the Preſbyterian Perſwafion ) in endeavuuring to diſcounteyance and turprets pub- 
lick Enormities, which bave been ſo generally ſpread, and fo long taking Root, 
that they need the help of all Hands to pluck them up. And it is not only in 
Lendon, but in Nottingham, Shrewsbury, and other Farts, that they join hand in 
hand with thoſe of our Communion, um order to ſuppreſs the V iccs of the Flace. 
It is God that maketh Men of one Mind in a Houle, much morein a Naticn : 
and | beſecch the God of Peace to bring all that ſincerely love and fear him;to 


.perfe&t Peace and Coalition : For this we pray inceflantly in our Publick Service, 


whercin weentreat the Father of our Lord Jelus Chrift, that he would bring all 
ſuch as profeſs his Holy Name, to agree in the Truth of his Holy Wo-d, and to 
live in Unity and godly Love. When once this (hall come to pals, we may hope 
that the Enemies to the Fundamental Principles and Practices of our Holy Re- 
ligion, being covered with Shame, may ſeek unto God. and then (as an emi- 
nent French Refugee obſerved ) will the Enghh Church and Natuen be thrice Happy. 
- THESE Endeayours, to ſtop the mide mouth of our crying Sins, have (by 


the 
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the Bleſſing -of God ) fo far ſucceeded, he the Impudence of lewd Women, 
and the Blaſphemies of Licentious Tongues are maniteſtly abated in our Streets, 
and the works of Darkneſs ſcem to be retiring totheir prcper Scene; the obcureſt 
Corners fhat can be found, 'as moli remote from human Obſervation aud Puniſh. 
men, 

BUT the baniſhment of Vice from the publick Vicw, is not all the Good 
that has hecn done by theſe legal Proſecutions, ( tho that is moſt highly valve- 
able, as it takes away publick Scandals and Temptations) but there have been 
many Inſtances of pcrſons apprehended in ill Houſes, and Company; who ha- 
ving ſomething of Modeſty and Tenderneſs remaining, have been alarmed out 
of this ill way of Life, and; have afterwards acknowledged the Mercy of God, 
and the Charity of Men, in pulling them as Firebrands out of the Fire, 

A ND indced, fince the Magiftrates chaſtizing of wicked People 1s an Ordin- 
ance of God, it is ſcarce ty be qucſtion'd but thatitis deſigned for the Spiritual 
Good of particular Men, as well as the publick Good of Societies : and what doubt 
can there be, but that God does many times turn ſuch legal Corrections to infi- 
nite Advantages? The AZzpifrate is the Civil Parent: and as God has commited 
the Sword to him to cut oft intolerabe Miſcreants, ſo has he given him a Ked 
to chaſtize Offenders in leſſer Matters: and to him methinks we may as well 
apply tne words ot Sciamen, as to the Natural Parent (Prov. 23. 14) Thes 
alt beat hins with the Rods and (halt delaver bus Soul from Hell. Whieh if duely 
conſidered, would ferve tþ quicken Maps#rates in this glorious Work ot ſaving the 
Souls of Men from eternal Terments { which would, bring a great fhare of 
their Glory into their own Boſorns.) And it would allo tend to allay the paſſi- 
onate Reſentments of ſuch /as fall urder the CorreCtion of the MagrFirates Dvr/. . 
expline, if r\icy did but foreſee that invaluable kindneſs of Ropping, their way ( tho 
with Tlorns } to prevent| their running into the infernal Pu. O that Men had Faith 
to make a due Eſtimate of theſecertain and nccefſary Conſequences of things ! 
which atcw Momcats wil exemplify upon cvcry Soul of us in Erernal Bliſs or 
Torment. 

IT was the deep ſenſe of theſe great Things, which firſt engaged the Hearts 
and Hands of thole few ious Gentlemen in this moſt Noble Work, who do not 
now ( bleſſed. be God) a& alone in it, Several other Genr/emen and eminent 
Citizen! arc now incxporated with themz aud they meet frequently to luper- 
intend, direft, and puriue this beſt of Works ( as one of our Fious Biſhops calls 
it) conlulting the belt and) moſt adviſable Methods to carry it on, ſpending a 
great dcal of time weekly, and ſometimes daily in it, and furthering it by very 
large and honourable Contributions. Aud by theſe meaus many thouſands of vicious 
ang prophanc Perſons have been brought to juſt Puniſhinent; to which the late 
excellent Law againſt profane Swearmg and Curſing has boen very ſerviceable : and 
were it but enlarged in a Linc or two, to make the, Work of /nformaron calicr, 
it would ſoon baniſh the Helliſh ſenſeleſs Sin of Blaſphemy out of this Nation, as 
allo out of the Kingdoiny of /re/and, where it is likewile made 8 Law, and is Very 
| Vig0e 
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- vigorouſly put in Execution : concerning which a Perſov of Quality Writes 
ehus from Dubun, in a Letter to his Freind in Londov, Ofob. 28. 1697. 

« T HE Retormatwon goes on in this Cuy very vigorouſly : When we were pre- 
« ſented with a Thowſeand Warrants againſt profane Swearing, by « Gentleman 
© from Londen, it was thought we ſhould never have needed more ; but thoſe have 
« all been put in Execution, and we are now upon printing a third cthoaſand of 
« them more. The laſt Lord's Day, | belicve there were "_ or nine Pounds levied 


« in Ale- Houſer, and above a Hundred Fakers have paid within this laſt Quarter 
« for prophanin the Lord's Day, in the Buſineſs of their Trade, beſides Tay.ors 
« Dorvers, andothersz and 'Zawdy- Houſer and Whores are hunted down with a 
© high Hand. Bradewel is hlled with them, and this withovr anſWpreat Aſſiſtance 
« from the Adagiſtracy. Some Perſons of our Secreries being pur upon the Grand- 
« Fury tor the City, doit cftctually: ten or twelve lewd Women have been 
« taken up in a Night, inthe Houſes as well as Streets; and this twice or thrice a 
« Week, But | muſt add however, that this Reformation in every part of it, is be- 
« holden tov our Recorder, who ſhews more Zeal and Application to it,than ever any 
* Magittrate in London or Aradleſex his done, fince 1 have been acquainted with 
« theſe Matters. 

THERE is alſo a Socrery of t'ijs kind in Drogbeds in Maneuth, and in Kilkenny: 
and ſeveral 'Divines are endeavouring to plant than in other parts of the Kingdons 


\ of lretand, But | return nearer home. 


TO awaken a juſt ſenſe of the Neceſlity of Reformation of Manners in the Cir 
of Lenden, there are four Sermons in the Year preached on this weighty Subjek 
at Bow-Church m Cleaepfide; namely, on every Monday next following the tour 
uſual Querterdayes, about Eleven inthe Morning: And thelike is done by Dy- 


ſenters on four other Days. 


AND by the Bleſſing of Almighty God upgn theſe Endeavours, 
Gderable ſenſe of Religion has been revived In many of this NNauon, and a very 
con|picuous Check given to Debawchery, Infomuch that the general Ocaium and 
the threatning Dangers of intormang again(t Vice and Profaneneſs are almoſt extin- 
guiſht, and the bleſſed Work of Reformation let into ſuch an cxcellent and (uccefle 
fab Methoi, that rhe outward part of it would ſoon be fected, would but lome 
f-w in every Street or Pariſh, who are of Place and Vower, pull-thcic Hands 
out uf their Boſo s to engage in this honourable and neceſlary Work; or would 
vthers, who are of. Ability, but contribute as it becomes them, towards the Fx- 
pence of it, For the apprehending of lewd Pcople, ( as was before obſerved ) and 
the proſecution of them in the courſe of our Law is very chargeable; inſomuch, 
that near a theuſand Poands have been expended in this Work by one of thelz 
Secrrtees alone, within the ſpace of the laſt tour years: As it may be proved by 
their book of Accounts, to any one that deſires it for any good End. 

AND that noae may be diſcouraged on the account ot the geacral Overflow- 
ing of Vice, and the diſproportionable fewneſs of Hands engaged to put a ſtop tv 
it ; let it but be conſidered, that the _ part of this Oppoſition to Publick jmmer- 
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ality has been occaſioned by the meeting of four or five private Perſons topether ; 
who duely conſidering and| bewailing the Height and Extent of the Sins of this 
Nation, cave to a Reſolution of doing their utmoſt to oppoſe it, in the due courle 
of our Las. An attempt Which, metiinks, ſeemed as Generous and Heroick, 
as that of Jonathan and his Armour-bearer, who being inſpirited by God, r:ſolv- 
edto attack a whole Army of Ph4liflins encampt on a vati Hill: But the Lord 
ef Hoſis who led them on/in this noble Enterprize, did ſuccefstully carry them 
them thorow it, co the utter Diſcomtiture of thoke numerous Enernies of Got. 
And fince we may withour rafhnefs conclude, that this Effort againſt publick Sins 
has the ſame Orignnal with that of Jona!/ban, we hope, it may at laſt attain the ſame 
End, tho this Attempt again!t numerous and heightncd Enormities has as great 
Diſadvantages as that, in humane Eltunate. | 

O! what a Field of Honvur-lies here, before all Perſons among, us ! In which 
Mayifirares and Mirifters axe nore elp:cial'y concerncd to be Leaders, who are by 
their Offices deſigned to direct the Conſciences, and regulate the Converſations 
of Men. 1 bcfeech the Almighty and All-good God to infpirit and derermine them 
efteC&tually to this Work, to which ke loudly calls them, a Work abſolutely nece- 
flary, not only to our Proi; crity, bur Subfiltence 3 and for want ot which we are 
almoſt undone. 

AND in truth, the Glory of Almighty God, and the Support of our Church 
and State, are ſo maniſcſtly concerned herem z that 1 cannot ſce how the Amiflers 
of [uftice, or of Divine Service, will be ahle to an{wer the unchriſiian Neglect of it, 
before the Lord ſcſlus Chriſt ( the Judge of All} before whole Judgement-Seat We 
mult a!l appear, and that very ſpeedily. Where two Armies are engaged in a 
bloody and uncertain Pattel, how will thoſe Regaments an{wer it to their Prince, 
who ſtood by and idly lobpkt on, without ſtrikeing one hearty ſtroke in his Cauſe, 
to whom they vowed a /Auitary Farhfuineſs to their Death? But above the reſt, 
how will the Officers of thoſe daſtargly Troops anſwer it to their Soveraiyn, who 
dreaded a little Danger and Hardſhip in his Service, more than his Royal D:/- 
pleaſure ? 

AH Sirs! if we are now backward to ccentribute our utmoſt Endeavours in 
our ſeveral Stations towards the ſuppreſſing thoſe impudent and ſcai.dalous Viices, 
whereby our Ged and his Holy Religion are lo outragiouſly blaſphemed: If we 
prefer carnal Eaſe, the| Favour of Men, or any worldly Intereſt, before the 
Honour of our God, and the Propagation of Religion : What infupportable 
Shame, Horrour and Regret will at laſt leize us, and for ever torment us! And 
therefore | again beleech the Holy Spur to exciteand fix in us all ( even in Mags- 
Prates, Muuſicyr, andall Ranks of People) a vigorous and eftetual Zeal for his 
Huly Name and Will; anda juſt Concern for the languifhing Repute of the 
Chrifian Name, and of the Kefermed R eliien. \ 

AND as tor all thoſe various Degrees of Men, who have already ſet their Hands 
to this excellent Work, njay they never {lacken their Hands, or pull them bacl:, 
L£t we cntreat them to act in it with a Zeal, Conftancy and Purity of Intention, 


ſutable 


A ah Re 


19 ] | 
{arable to ſo Divine an Employment as that they engage in,. to ſo great and gocd a 


bh Malt r as they ſerve, ang tothat mtnite Reward w ich they may expe. Be not 
lc ſuch Enemies to your ſelves, as to be weary of well-do:ng, fince in a ſhort wee 
Ky Jou wall reaps of pL fant nol. | - | 
je O Chriſtians! Lock unto Jeſus, who not. only azderwent the Cortradifiion of Sin- 
7d rers, but endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, for the Glory which was ſer before 
m Him. Remember, that as a Curſe 1s thrcatned to ſuch as do the Hark of ite Lord ne- 
f gligently: So a Crown 1s prepared for thoſe who are faithful unto Death. 
” THE time of our Warfazc 1s but ſhort, and the Difhculty of ir will be much 
” {weetened by the promiſed Comforter, the Reward of well-doing will be of infinite 
a Value, and eternal Duration. And as no Work in the World will be more com- 

mended of our Supreme Judge at laſt, than this of Refermation; {inte he himſelf 
h fits 4s 4 Refiner's Fre, and «4 Fallers Soap, to Purity and cleanſe |:is People from 
'} their Sins: aud fince he will ere long conſume that Reprobate Silver, which is 
" not effecually retined by thoſe means of Pwrification which he hath ordained : On 
- all thcle acconnts, | lay, we have no Concern upon Earth fo great, as to acquite 
i: our ſelves well in this our Spiritual Calling, not being ſloth{uls but diligent Followers 
re of them, who through Faith and Patience mherut the Promiſes. 

AND here 1 cannot but call upon our Dr Brethren, that as they bave 

h manife(ted a Chriſtian Spirit in afliring us to ſuppreſs Vice, they would do no leſs 
EY in endeavouring to diicountenance Strife, and to reſtore Unity, And let me en- 
£ treat them, even by the Bowels of our common Lord and Savieur, that they ſtudi- 
'c ouſly endeavour to diſpoſe their Young Ones, to follow after things which make 
a for Peace, Vihuty and Order, (the defire of which ſeerns deeply impreſt on the IF 
4 Spirits of our Secrerres of Young Men ) that the Church of God may enjoy more 3 
| peaceable and flouriſhing Days in the nexr Age, than it has in this 
t Afterwards he exhorts, every Miner, to endeavour to Plant and erc& one 
0 ſuch Societie, in his Fariſh, which would be a Fious nurſery, a mean of unity 
iy and a great help of Charity, giveing ſeveral inſtances, of their Charity, and the 

good effects of it. He commends allo their devotion” and reverence in it; And re- 
n counts {everall remarkable providences, whereby ir hath pleaſed God, to further 
, this divine work. And then fheweth, the danger of nor accepting, encourageing, 


e and turthering, ſuch means of Reformation. 

e In the 5cþ. Chap. He giveth a ſpecimen of the orders of the Societies, before 
ec ® mentioned. | 

J Which may. be ſet dowa Yerbatrim, as in Print, from P. 120, to P. 130. 


A Specimen 
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A Specimen of the ORDERS of the 
.SOCIETIES beforementioned, 


L 


J* AT the ſole Defgne of this Secery being to promete real Holineis of Heart 
and Life: 1 Pert 1, 15. It is ablolutely nccefiary that the Perſons who enter 
into it, do ſeriouſly reſolve'to apply themſelves in good earneſt to all means proper 
to make them wiſe nnte Salvation. 0b. 24. 15. 2 Tim. 3+ 15: 


II 


THAT ia order their being of ene Heart and one Mind, Rom, 15. 5. 6. Phili 
2. 2. in this Deſign, every Member of this Soctesy ſhall owne and manifeſt him- 
ſelf to be of the Church of | England, and frequent the Luwrgy, and other publick 
Holy Exerciſes of the fame, 1. Per, 2. 13. And that they be careful withal to 
expreſs due Chriſtian Charity, Cander and Afoderation towards all ſuch Diſſenters, - 
as are of good Converſation. Eph. 4, 2: Rem. 12, 18. 


IIh 


THAT the Members of this Sectety, ſhall mect together one Evening in the 
Week, at a convenient place, in order to encourage each other 1m Praftical Hel 
neſr, 1 Theſ. 5. 14+ Rom. 14. 19. By diſcourling on Spiritual Subjedts, and read- 
ing God's Holy Word; and to pray to Aimighty God, ſal. 34, 3. and praiſe 
his Name together. 

AND to this Aflembly any ſerious Perſon may be admitted, upon Regueſt, 


I V. 


THAT at ſuch Meetings, there be no hot Diſputes, about Controverſial Points, 
S!ate-Aﬀairs, or the Concerns of Trade and Werldly things: Rem. 15. 6. But 


ri a» the whole Bcnt of the Diſcourſe be to glorify Ged, avd edify one another 11 Love. 
Ejh. 4. 16, 


V, 


THAT it be left to every Perſons Dilcretion to contribute ot every Weekly 
Meeting, what he thinks fit towards a Fublick Steck tor- Pious and Charitable 
Uſes: 1 Oor. 46. 2. And the Money thus Coulle&ed hall be kept by the two 
Stewards of the Soctery, ( who ſhall be choten by Majority of voices once a year 
or oftuer to be diſpoſed of by the conſent of the. Major part of the Seczery, for 
| the U lcs abovemention;.d. And the laid Stewards ſhall keep a fauchful Regiſter 


of 
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of what is thus ColleRted and Diſtrituned, to be peruſed by any Member of the 
Soczery, at his Requeſt. , 


Vh 


THAT any reſpeftive Member may recommend any Obje& of Charity to 
the Stewards, who ſhall / with the Conſent of the reft ) give out of the Common 
St:xck, according as the Occaſion requires. And in a Cale of extraurdinary Necef- 
ſity, every particular Perſon (hall be defired to contribute further, as they ſhall 
think fit, 


VI 


THAT every one that abſents himſelf four Meetings together, ( withour giv. 


ing a ſatisfactory Account to the Stewards ) ſhall be lookt upon as dilaffedted to the 
Socuety, 


V I I. 


THAT none ſhal] be admitted into this Society, without giving due notice 
thereot to the Stewards, who ſhall accquaint the whole Sociery therewith. And 
after due enquiry into their Religious Purpoſes and manner of Life, the Stewards 
may admit them to ſubſcribe their Names, it the major part of the Society allowg 
of ity and net otherwiſe. Aud with the like joint Conſent, they may exclude 
any Member proved guilty of any Milbehaviour after due Admonition, unlc{s he 
gives lufficient Teſtimuny of his Repentance and Amendinent, before the Whole 
Society. 


I X. 


IT is hereby recommended to every Perſon concerned in this Seciery, to confi. 
der the "many Inconveniencies, (and many times Sins ) which attend Ale- Houſ(e- 
Gamer, and wholly decline them. Gal. 5. 13 And to ſhun all unneceſſary reſorc 
to ſuch Houſes and Taverns, and wholly to avoid lewd Play- Houſes. 1 Theſ. 5. 22. 


X. 


THAT the reſpective Members of this Sociery, ſhall heartily endeavour, through 
God's Grace 


T1 Tobejufin all their Dealings, even to an exemplary Strictneſs 1 Theſſ. 4. 6: 


2 To pray many times every Day: Remembring our continual dependance 
upon God, both for Spiritual and Temporal Things. 1Theſs. 5. 17. 


To partake of the Lord's Supper at leaſt once a Month, it not prevented 
by a reaſonable I:mpediment. 1 Cor. 11. 26+» Luke 22. 19. 
4+ To praiſe the profeundeſt Heekneſr and Hinmiluy. Alt, 11, 29, 
5- To watch againſt cenſuring others. Act. 7. 1. | 


6. To 
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6, To axcuſtom themſelves to KY Thewghts in all places. Pſal; 139, 38+ 
7. To bc helpful one ro another. 2 Cor. 12. 25. 
8, Tocxcrciſe Tendernc(s, Paticnce, and Compaſſion towards all Men. Tie. 3-2, 
9. To make Refleions on themſelves when they read the Holy Zible, or other 
good Buoks, and when they hear Sermons. 1 Cor. 10. 11, 

10. To ſhun all foreſeen Occafions of Ewil: 2 Theſe. 5. 22. hs evil Company, 
k nown Temptations, © c+ 

11. To think oftcn on the different Eſtates of the Glorified and the Damned, in 
the unchangeable Etcrnify, to which we are haſtening Luke 16. 25. 

iz. To exemme themſelves every Night, what Good or Ewl they have done in 
tho Day palt. 2 Cor 13. 5. 

13- To keep a private Faft once a Month, ( eſpecially near their approach to 
the Lords Table) if at their own diſpoſal; or to falt from ſome Meals when they 
may conveniently. Mar. 6. 16 Luke 5. 35. 

14 Ho mortify the Fleſh with its AtcQions and Luſts, Gai. 5. 19 24. 

15. To advance in heavenly mindedneſe, and in all Grace. 1 Pet. ;. 8. 

16. To ſhun Spuritual Pride, and the Eftefts of it, as Railing, Anger, Peeviſh. 
neſs, and Impatience of ContradiQtion, and the like, fx Be 

17. Topray for the whole Seczeey mn their private Frayers. Jam. F. 16. 

18. To read pious Books often for their Edifcation, but elpecially the Holy 
Bible: Joby, 5.39. And herein particularly, 

Mat. 5. 6. 7. Clap. Luke 15, 16. Chap. Rem. 12, 13, Chap. Eph. g. 6. Chap. 1 
Theſe. 5. Chap. Rev. 1. 2. 3. 21 22, Chapters, 
And in the O/d Tefament, Levy. 26. Chap: Dent, 28. Chap. /ſa. 53. Chap. Exch, 
6, Chap. 
: 19. To be continually mindful of the great Ohligation of this ſpecial Profeſſion 
of Religionz and to walk focircumſpedly, that none may be offended or diſcour. 
aged from it by what they :c in them ; nor occalion giver toary to ſpeak reproach» 
tully of it. 

20, To flun all manner of Aﬀecatiun end Moroſeneſs; 7nd Le of a civil and 

obliccing Deportment to all Men, 


ia X l. 


THAT they often conſider {wit an awful dread of Gods Wrath ] the fad Height 
to which the Sins of many are advanced in this our Nation; and the bleeding D1o1feers 
thereof in Churchand State, Mad. 3. 16. judge 5 15. And that every Member be ready 
to do, what,upon conſulting with each other ſhall be thought adviſcable, towards the 
puniſhment of publick Prophaneneſs. according ro the good Laws of our Land, 
r.quired to! be put in Exccutien bythe Kengeand the late Queens ſpecial Order. 


Lewt. 13. 8. Lewit, 24. 11. 


X11, 


THAT exch Member ſha'l encourage the Catechizing of young and ignorant 
Icople mn ticir reſpeive Familics,. according to their Station and Abilities: 


Dewt. 


by EXE y 
-— taf cons 


Deus. 6. 7, Joſh. 244 15+ And tun $6 bY manner of Religious Family-Duties, 


X 1 1 


T the major Part of the Society ſhall have power to make a new Order to 
TE =o whole ca to need requires3 if ir be approved by a pious and learned 
Miniſter of the Church of England, nominated by the whole Soctery, 


X1V. 


THAT thele Orders fhall be read over at leaſt four times intle Year by one of 
the Stewards; And that with ſuch deliberation, that each Member may have time 
to examine himlclt by then, or to ſpeak his Mind in any thing rclating to them. 


X V, 


LASTLY, That every Member of this Secety, ſhall | after mature dciiberation, 
and due trial 7 ſubſcribe his Name to theſe Orders; to expreſs his Approbation of 
them, and his Reſolution to endeavour to Jive up to them, In order to which, 


he ſhall conſtantly keep a Copy of them by him 
In the 6th. Ch. He giveth the reaſun of this publication; of the erders and 


Jdeſione of theſe Societies, to witt, that having found, by diſcourſe with ſeveral 
Perſones (who have greatly rejoyced to hear of any publick good, ſett on Foot} 
that they never before heard of theſe Socictics, which greatly commended their 
Chriſtian modeſtie. He conceived therefore, it 1night probably conduce, to the 
Enlargement of theſe Societies, and to engage the Prayers of gcod People, on 
their behalfe, to give ſume publick account of their Conſtitution , Deſigne, and 
Orders, all > hich have been approved by diverſe eminent Divines. 

In Ch. 7th. He gives account, how the chick objeiones which have been 
made againſt theſe Societies, have been conſidered and aniwered, by ome, of their 
Members. 

In Ch. $h. There is an admonition, to the Members, of thele Socictics, 
wherein they are with much ſeriauſnels exhorted, and excited, to deport them- 
ſelves, ſo, that a fincere Lover, of Religion, may with honour, plead for them. 

In Ch. 9. th. There are dirc&ions for Religious conferences; and here he 
adviſeth that an orthodox and pious Miniſter, ſhould be choſen by cach Society 
to be preſent frequently, at their Aſſemblies, to preſerve Order, excite Z.-al, and 
reſolve doubrs: this would obviat many objectiones, concerning them, and would 
greatly benefite, countenance, and recommend ſuch Aſſemblics, 

It's Recommended, that they be very punctual to their hours of meeting,and 


- begin with Prayer, after ſome excitation ro it. And then he ſ:tts down 40. 


Heads of practicall Religionz One of which at the Cloſe, of every weekly AC 
ſembly, way be pro <d, as the ſubje& to be diſcourlcd of, Ar their next con - 
ference; that they may the better prepare for it, by reading, meditation, and 
Prayer, but the diſcourſe, of 13, my Weeks in the Year, 1s reſcrycd, to be 

ſpcnt, 


| (34 ] 
ſpent, on the ſubje@, of the Lords Supper, which every Member ; 
by the orders of the Society, to receive / where he may wi r 150bliged, 
| mthen in the Year : ; _ DN ney in: 
© The Fourtie heads, of conference are theſe following. 
x. The Duty of \ 794 ye 05a required 2. Cor. 13, 5. 
2» The Duty of Selt-abaſcment, and Self-renouncin ; 
3- Faith in our Lord [Jeſus Chritt, Afark 16, 16, ef ns Hot 8. 34 
4 Evangelical Repentance, 2. Cor. 7. 10, 
5» Effetual Converlion to God, As. 26, 18. 
G. Trulit in God, 1.| Tn. 6 17. 
7, Mortification, Rom. 8. 13. Gal. 5, 24. 
8. Humility, Epheſ. 4 2. 
9. Chriſtian Hope, /1. Per. t 4 
10. Chriſtian Charity, 1. Cor, 13 1. &-. 
including the Love of (od, Mark 12+ 30. 
And the Love ot Men, Yer. 31. 
11. Alms-deeds, Mzt. 6. ts 2. 3. 4. 
12: Contentment, Phil. 4. 11. * 
x3. Juſt-dealing, 1. Theſe 4. 6. 
24+ Government of the Tongue, Mar. 12. 36. 27. 
15. Prayer and Praiſe, 1. Tow. x. 1. 
16, Chaſtity, Mat 5./ 27. 28. 
17. Temperance, t. Cor, 9. 25. 
38. Patience, 1. Per.'2. 20. 21: fc. Meckneſs, Ty. 3 2. 
19, The Publick 5a ag of God, Pſalm 42. 2. 4. 
20, Heavenly-mindegnefs, Col. 3. 1. 2 And Contempr | 
. 21. OfChiiſtian (" "2aPE Mar. 10. 16. pt of the Warld,Ga!. 6, T4. : 
22. Family-Duties, /#. 24. 15. Or Religious Houſe-hold f 
23. Subjettion to Magiftrates, Tuws : I, Government, 4110.2, | 
24 Peacermaking, Mat. 5. 9. 
25. Of Reproof, Lev. 19. 17. 
26. Sanfifying the Lords Day, Numb. 15, 32. Oc, 
27. Growing in (6 2 Pe. 2 = I 
28 |mprovement of Opportunirics of Doing and Receiving Good o 
29. Duty, of Parents 64 Children wee each other, Eph , wg 10.38, ; 
3». Of the Husband and Wite, Epbe;. [5. 22. to the end. ION 3" 4 v 
Of Maſters and Servants, Epheſ. 6. 5. 6, 7. 8. 9g. | 
232, Ot People ai 06 ramen Heb. ba 17. 
Of preparing for, and watching in the Performanc 2 
ciſes, Heb. A bs | : © of all Religious Exer- 
34. The Duty of Chriſtians ro Enemies, Row. 12, 15, 
25 Of tern ing hike Coryerlion end Salvation of 7 = —OD ?I. 
35. The Scnle of God's Oumiprelcuce, Pſalm 139, "Bo Jn $» 
i - 37. Of 
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237 Of reading the Holy Scriptures, Dear. 6. 6. 7. 8. 9 3. Tim. 3' 16. 

38, Of Meditation, 8 Tow. 4 15. 

39 Of CircumſpeCtion, or Watchfulneſs, Ma. 24. 42. 43. &«. 

40. _ Perleverance, Rev. 2, 10. Zude. ver. 2 
- And it 1sadviled, that at the rime of conterence, the Dire&or if preſent, or 
in his abſence, one of the Stewardsz Propoſe the following Queſtiones, for the 
$ ſake of method, and that every ones diſcourſe, may be the more direaly 

practical, to which, they are alſo adviſed; | 

The Queſtiones, are as followeth, 

I: Ouett. Wherein conſiſts the Nature of this Duty ? 

Il- Queft, What Directions do you propole in order to make the Praftice of it 
more ſure, and more ealy ? 

111, What Diſcouragements do any of you find in the Practice of it ? 

1V. What Motives may encourage our Practice of this Duty, and our Pers 
ſeverance in it ? | 

IF the time permits, ſuch Motives as theſe may be toucht upon, wis. 

1. The Authority of God commanding. 

2: The Goodnels of God, premifing both to aſſiſt and reward the Diligenr, 

3. The Terribleneſs of Gods Threatnings, and the Examples of his Wrath ſome- 
tinics ſeen upon Earth; and the dreadfulneſs of the everlatting Vengeance of an 
' Almighty God, in the berceneſs of his Wrath in the other World. 

4- The Excellency of the Duty it elf. 

5- The Examples of Good Men, who have gone before us in the Wayes of God. 

6, The Blefled Reſt and Peace of a good Conſcience; and the previous Hell 
of a bad one, 

It's alſo propoſed asexpedient, that no Perſon ſpeak above Three or Four 
* Sentences, without a convenient paufe, to give room to others, to ſpeak their mind, 
* and in caſe of filence, he may proceed, but with the ſame Caution. 

The Conferences, being ended, it is adviſed, that one of the Stewards may 
read {ome ele ſentences, of Scripture, and an Admovition, ro raiſe up, and 
engage to Faith, And tervencie in Prayer: Theſe are contained in the two laſt 
Chapters, together with diverſe Prayers, for diverſe occaſiones, 
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